
Peter Lang

Pioneer of American Fing erstyle Guitar

A pioneer of fingerstyle guitar music, Peter La ng has bee n dubbed an "American Primitive"
following the ana logy of legendary guitarist John Fahey who used the phrase i n the sense of t he
French Primitive painters, meaning "untutored ." Influence d by country bluesmen s uch a s Blind
Boy Fuller, Blind Blake, Rev. Gary Da vis, Mississippi John Hurt, and folk rev ival icons Dave
Van Ronk and Da ve "Snaker " Ray, Lang ha s dazz led a udience s and cr itics for decade s with equal
portions of tec hnical br illiance, originality and soul.

He was discovered i n 1972 by John Fahey who pr omptly signed h im to Takoma Recor ds. Lang's
debut album for Takoma, The Th ing at the Nursery Room W indow, quickly established him as a
peer of other n otable ar tists on Fahey's labe l, including Leo K ottke George W inston, Robbie
Basho, and Bola Sete .

In 1973, Lang joined Fahey a nd Kottke to recor d Takoma's most succes sful release ever John
Fahey, Peter Lang,  Leo Kottke , (1974) a compilation that c limbed to top of the Billboard char ts
and reache d #4 on the FM radio char ts. His next recor ding, Lycurgus (Flying Fish) garnere d a
Grammy nomination in 1976.

For nearl y a decade , Lang toured , recor ded a nd perf ormed, cementing his reputation as one of the
nation's top aco ustic players a nd a co mposer of rare  ability and originality.

During this time he was in good company, having rec orded or perf ormed with Ry Cooder, John
Fahey, Jerr y Garcia , Chet Atkins, Vassar Clements, Norman Blake , John Har tford, John
Renbourn, The N itty Gritty Dirt Band, Emm ylou Harri s, Leo Kottke, David Bromberg, Freddie
King, The Paul Butterfie ld Blues Band, Hot Tuna, John Hammo nd, Keith Jarr ett, Phoebe Snow,
Maria Muldaur , Jimm y Buffet t, The Ye llowjacke ts, Robben Ford, Oregon, Larr y Coryell and
many others.

Then in 1981 he a ll but re tired from m usic to pursue other intere sts and raise a fa mily, acce pting
only select e ngagements. In 1 989 he s tarte d a ne w career , producing animation for film and
broadcas t and began a self- imposed exile fro m perfor ming.

By 1999, Lang decided to leave his job as a n animation/special effect s producer  to re invigora te
his musical career . Subsequently, he ha s returned to concer t perf ormance  and pr oduced two
critical ly accla imed rec ordings which clear ly demonstrate s he didn't miss a bea t during his time
off from stage an d studio. These latest CDs, Dharma B lues (2002) and Guitar (2004) were b oth
produced for his own labe l, Horus Recor ds.

Lang's cred its include:
• Seven record albums including "John Fahey, Peter Lang, and Leo Kottke"
• Grammy N omination, 1976 (Lycurgus)
• Guitar P layer Magazine 1974 - Reade rs Po ll, "Best New Gu itarist" category
• Minnesota Music Awards, "Best G uitarist" 1981, 1982, 1988
• Co-author of the book Twentieth Century Masters of F ingerstyle Gu itar, 1 981, Hal Leo nard Publishing

For m ore information: sonicbids.com/peter lang


